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Historic demonstration of transition �ight builds on Farnborough's legacy of �rsts, bringing commercial electric

�ight one step closer to reality

Builds on recent momentum, including partnership with Near Earth Autonomy and new customer Sigma Air

Mobility

FARNBOROUGH, England--(BUSINESS WIRE)-- Vertical Aerospace ("Vertical") (NYSE: EVTL), a global aerospace and

technology company pioneering electric aviation, today made history by completing the �rst public electric vertical

take-o� and landing (eVTOL) �ight at Farnborough International Airshow, switching from helicopter mode to

airplane mode and back again.

At 1:46PM local time, in front of

a global audience of aerospace

leaders, regulators, operators

and media, Simon Davies, Vertical’s Chief Test Pilot, �ew Vertical's full-scale prototype, completing a transition �ight

by moving from vertical take-o� to wingborne cruise and back to vertical landing. The �ight marks another historic

�rst for Farnborough and a major milestone for the advanced air mobility industry, demonstrating how electric

aviation is moving from concept to commercial reality.

From Samuel Cody's pioneering powered �ight in Britain in 1908 to the Airbus A380's public debut in 2006,

1



Farnborough has been the backdrop to many of aviation's de�ning moments. Today's demonstration adds electric

aviation to that legacy.

Stuart Simpson, CEO of Vertical Aerospace:

"For more than a century, Farnborough has been the stage where aviation's next chapter has been written. Today,

we're proud that Vertical has added another �rst to that remarkable history. Successfully demonstrating a public

transition �ight here is more than a technical milestone - it is proof that electric aviation is moving from promise to

commercial reality."

Kevin Craven, CEO of ADS Group, the UK trade association advancing aerospace, defence and

security and space, adds:

“Vertical’s successful �ight is another important milestone for UK aerospace innovation and a strong signal of the

momentum building behind the UK’s advanced air mobility sector. It shows how British companies are helping

shape the next generation of aerospace technologies and turning innovation into real-world capability right here at

Farnborough Airshow."

Gary Elliott, CEO of Aerospace Technology Institute adds:

“Today's �ight by Vertical is a signi�cant moment in the delivery of eVTOL capability and a fantastic example of the

pioneering aerospace innovation happening in the UK. We have been a proud supporter of Vertical’s technology

development for some time through the ATI Programme and this �ight is proof of the transformative power of

government and industry jointly supporting innovation across the aerospace supply chain.”

Gareth Rogers, CEO, Farnborough International Airshow:

“Farnborough International Airshow has always been a place where the future of aerospace is not only imagined,

but seen for the �rst time. To witness Vertical's eVTOL aircraft take to the skies here marks an extraordinary

moment for our industry, for the history of the show and British aviation. This milestone now joins Farnborough’s

proud legacy of pioneering ‘�rsts’, from landmark aircraft debuts to breakthrough technologies that have shaped

the direction of �ight. Seeing Vertical Aerospace demonstrate this new era of electric aviation at Farnborough is a

powerful reminder of the role that British engineering and the airshow continues to play as a global stage for

innovation, ambition and progress.”

Vertical's successful demonstration caps a year of signi�cant commercial and technology milestones and highlights

the growing momentum behind the UK's advanced air mobility sector. Vertical recently announced a strategic
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partnership with Near Earth Autonomy to integrate advanced autonomous �ight capability into Valo, supporting

future defence and commercial applications and today announced Sigma Air Mobility, an advanced air mobility

operator and member of the Luxaviation Group, as a new customer.

Vertical plans to conduct �ight demonstrations throughout the week at the Farnborough International Airshow,

subject to approved �ight conditions. Visitors can stay up to date with the latest demonstration �ight times by

joining the o�cial WhatsApp channel.

Vertical also has its full-scale commercial model of Valo on display at the show, in Hall 4.

Additional images and broadcast-quality video are available here.

About Vertical Aerospace

Vertical Aerospace is a global aerospace and technology company pioneering electric aviation. Vertical is creating a

safer, cleaner, and quieter way to travel. Valo is a piloted, four-passenger, Electric Vertical Take-O� and Landing

(eVTOL) aircraft, with zero operating emissions. Vertical is also developing a hybrid-electric variant, o�ering

increased range and mission �exibility to meet the evolving needs of the advanced air mobility market.

Vertical combines partnerships with leading aerospace companies, including Honeywell, Syensqo and Sonaca, with

its own proprietary battery and propeller technology to develop the world's most advanced and safest eVTOL.

Vertical has c.1,500 pre-orders of Valo, with customers across four continents, including American Airlines, Avolon,

Bristow, GOL and Japan Airlines. Certain customer obligations are expected to be ful�lled via third-party

agreements. Headquartered in Bristol, UK, Vertical's experienced leadership team comes from top-tier aerospace

and automotive companies such as Rolls-Royce, Airbus, GM, and Leonardo. Together, they have previously certi�ed

and supported over 30 di�erent civil and military aircraft and propulsion systems.

Forward-Looking Statements

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation

Reform Act of 1995. Any express or implied statements contained in this press release that are not statements of

historical fact may be deemed to be forward-looking statements, including, without limitation, statements

regarding planned public �ight demonstrations at the Farnborough International Airshow and the historical

signi�cance, as well as other exhibition and events scheduled during the show, the business strategy and plans and

objectives of management for future operations, including the Company’s plans for certi�cation, industrialisation

and commercialisation of the Valo aircraft and the hybrid-electric Valo variant and our ability to achieve regulatory

3

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatsapp.com%2Fchannel%2F0029Vb8Dmy447XeB53VwtP46&esheet=54573631&newsitemid=20260720851031&lan=en-US&anchor=WhatsApp+channel.&index=1&md5=0db12068860d13b9d45b5e1fdeef2dad
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1ccGPhULDFqa-jpn9tY7tndYb31-JEvjJ&esheet=54573631&newsitemid=20260720851031&lan=en-US&anchor=here&index=2&md5=fde1a5797ec98c14f303dc76e0c01281


certi�cation of our aircraft product on any particular timeline or at all, the plans around the development and

testing of the hybrid-electric Valo variant, the design and manufacture of our aircrafts, the features and capabilities

of our aircrafts, selection of suppliers, expectations surrounding pre-orders and commitments, as well as

statements that include the words “expect,” “intend,” “plan,” “believe,” “project,” “forecast,” “estimate,” “may,”

“should,” “anticipate,” “will,” “aim,” “potential,” “continue,” “is/are likely to” and similar statements of a future or

forward-looking nature. These forward-looking statements re�ect our current views with respect to future events

and are not a guarantee of future performance. Actual outcomes may di�er materially from the information

contained in the forward-looking statements as a result of a number of factors, including, without limitation, the

important factors discussed under the caption “Risk Factors” in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 20-F �led

with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (“SEC”) on March 24, 2026, as such factors may be updated from

time to time in the Company’s other �lings with the SEC. Any forward-looking statements contained in this press

release speak only as of the date hereof and accordingly undue reliance should not be placed on such statements.

The Company disclaims any obligation or undertaking to update or revise any forward-looking statements

contained in this press release, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise, other than to

the extent required by applicable law.

For more information:

Vertical Aerospace Media: 

Justin Bates, Head of Communications 
 

justin.bates@vertical-aerospace.com 

+44 7878 357 463

Vertical Aerospace Investor Relations: 

Gillian Levine, Investor Relations Lead 
 

gillian.levine@vertical-aerospace.com 

+1 248 470 8732

Source: Vertical Aerospace
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